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| had a luncheon meeting today with Assistant Secretary of State for South and
Central Asia, Donald Lu. He was accompanied by Deputy Assistant Sccretary of State
Les Viguerie. DCM, DA and Counsellor Qasim joined me.
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y & Atdnm:.l)onrefcmdtowm'spmiﬁonmm Ukraine crisis and said
kahacmdinEmopemquitccomﬂmdehy Pakistan is taking such
nutsivdymumlposm(onumiml. ifuxhapositioniusmpouiblcltdou
not scem such a neutral stand to us”™. He shared that in his discussions with the NSC, “it
mmgwumuhmmmwpo&y*. He continued that he was of the
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peaceful resolution. | also nted out that Icaders of European countrics Were also
traveling o Mamw' :vm':ioi the same time. interjected that “those visils. were
specifically Ukraine standoff while the Prime Minister’s
‘ummmmmm'.tmmmmmmmmm
Mhblnchtb*npenddnsmhnwhﬂebcing in Moscow and had hogcd for
diplomacy to work. The Prime Minister's visit, | stressed was purcly in the bilateral
mwdshwldnubcmek!uuamionormcm of Russia’s

mmwm.mum«xmmmummuudmmwwr
dlﬁenkaq:d\ednmhofmmmiedonwiﬂ:dlsiduopm.otrsubuqm
muutmmdbywwwkddutwcluﬂy.whik
reaffirming our commitment to the principles of the UN Charter, non-use or threat of
use of force, sovereignty and territorial integrity of States, and pacific settlement of

S. 1 also told Don that Pakistan was worried of how the Ukraine crisis would play
out in the context of Afghanistan. We had paid a very high price due to the long term
impact of this conflict. Our priority was to have peace and stability in Afghanistan, for
which it was imperative to have cooperation and coordination with all major powers,
including Russia. From this perspective as well, keeping the channels of communication
open was essential. This factor was also dictating our position on the Ukraine crisis. On
my reference to the upcoming Extended Troika meeting in Beijing, Don replied that e

there were still ongoing discussions in Washington on whether the U.S. should attend
the Extended Troika meeting or the upcoming Antalya meeting on Afghanistan with g~
Russian representatives in attendance, as the U.S. focus right now was to discuss only
Ukraine with Russia. | replied that this was exactly what we were afraid of. We did not s
want the Ukraine crisis to divert focus away from Afghanistan. Don did not comment. RRE o

6. 1told Don that just like him, | would also convey our perspective in a forthright
i manner. | ek the over the past coeyear, we had been consiacnity sensng refuctance
~ on the part of the U.S. leadership 1o engage with our leadership. This reluctance had
ix":::hhwx;:hw-lmﬁhg-' .
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3 | reiterated our position that countrics should not be made 10 choose sides in a
complex situation like the Ukraine crisis and stressed the need for having active bilateral
communication channels at the political leadership level. Don replied that “you have
conveyed your position clearly and [ will 1ake it back to m) leadership

X 1also told Don that we had seen his defence of the Indian position on the Ukraine

crisis during the recently held Senate Sub-Committee hearing on U.S.-India relations.

It seemed that the LS. was applying dilferemt criteria for India and Pakistan. Don
responded that the 1S, lawmakers' strong feclings about India’s abstentions in the
U.\'scmrx(i,\cmucm-msunumrim.luidthuﬁ-qnthi-h..i
appeared that the 1S, expected more from India than Pakistan, vet it appeared to be

more concerned about Pakistan's position. Don was evasive and responded that
Washington lovked at the U S -India relationship very much through the lens of what

was happening in China. He added that while India had a close relationship with
Moscow, “T think we will actually see a change in India’s policy once all Indian students
are out of Ukrane . SRy
9. [ expressed the hope that the issue of Prime Minister's visit 10 Russia will pot
impact our bilateral ties. Don replied that “1 would argue that it has alrcady crested &
‘dent in the relationship from our perspective. Let us just wait for o few days 0 see
whether the political situation changes, which would mean that we would not have ¢

| g disagrecnion
 wewillhave 1o contront this issuc head on and decide how 10 manage ™.
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